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The Village of Wauconda is preparing 
for another year of street improve-
ments. Unlike previous years projects, 
the Village Board has authorized the 
use of Local Funds to construct the 
2022 Street Improvement Project. 
Previous projects had been funded 
solely by the Village’s annual Motor 
Fuel Tax allotment; however, that allo-
cation does not provide the necessary 
funding to maintain the Village’s infra-
structure. The proposed project will 
improve approximately 3.75 miles of 
roadway.

The resurfacing project will take ap-
proximately 15 weeks to complete 
and is typically completed in vari-
ous phases. Those phases include 
concrete repairs, asphalt removal, 
manhole adjustments, asphalt place-
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ment, pavement striping and land-
scape restoration, where needed. 
Motorists are encouraged to slow 
down when driving through or near 
any road construction site and be 
alert for construction workers. Once 
the surface is removed and before 
the new layer of asphalt is applied, 
the street will have a rough surface. 
Drivers, cyclists and pedestrians 
should use caution, especially near 
protruding manhole covers. The 
construction on Main Street will 
be coordinated around previously 
scheduled Village events.

Additional information regarding the 
2022 Street Improvement Plan will be 
available in the coming weeks. Please 
visit the website wauconda-il.gov to 
view these updates.

Flag DayJune 14

Father’s DayJune 19

Wauconda Cruise NightJune 21

Wauconda FestJune 23-26

Independence Day 
Fireworks

July 3

Independence Day
Village Hall Closed
LRS Service Delay

July 4

Farmer’s Market
(every Thursday)

Fireworks Rain Date

Wauconda Kids Triathlon

Wauconda Triathlon

Wauconda Cruise Night

Wauconda Township 
Recycling Extravaganza

National Night Out

Wauconda Cruise Night

July 7-         
Sept 29

July 9

July 16

July 17

July 19

July 30

Aug 2

Aug 16

2022 Street Improvement Program 



This past May marked my first full year 
as Mayor of the Village of Wauconda. I 
would like to extend a heartfelt thank 
you to the residents, Village Board 
and staff for all of the support over the 
past 12 months. We have all worked 
together to accomplish a great deal in 
that time, and I am honored to contin-

ue working and serving our community in this capacity. I would also like 
to recognize our Village Clerk, Gigi Radcliffe, as well as Trustees Jennifer 
Kuhn and Nicole Ferrier, who also celebrated one-year anniversaries in 
their respective roles. Thank you for your steadfast dedication to your 
community and your willingness to serve. I have enjoyed working with 
all of you and look forward to continued collaboration.

As we head into the summer months, we will again host a wide vari-
ety of events in the Village, including the Memorial Day Parade, Cruise 
Night, Wauconda Fest, the 3rd of July Fireworks, the Annual Triathlon, 
the Farmers’ Market, National Night Out, and Street Dance. We hope to 
see a record number of residents come out to enjoy these events. Please 
note that although associated restrictions have been relaxed, we must 
continue to consider health and safety with respect to COVID-19. If you 
attend one of our local events, please follow specific event guidelines. 
Most importantly, if you are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19—
including, but not limited to, fever and/or chills, cough, shortness of 
breath, loss of taste and/or smell—please stay home.

At our Street Dance event, we will again present our annual Mayor’s 
Community Service Awards. If you would like to nominate a worthy 
individual or organization for this honor, please visit our website to ac-
cess the nomination form. The deadline for submissions is August 18.

Additionally, we will be completing several improvement projects, in-
cluding resurfacing many of the roads throughout the village through-
out the summer. We will list these locations on our website and in the 
e-news within the next couple weeks. Please exercise patience and 
caution when driving near these construction areas and pay close at-
tention to crosswalks.

Finally, as you will see later in this newsletter, water rates are scheduled 
to increase in July. Please keep in mind that this is the first increase we 
have implemented since 2019 and our water / sewer rates are still low-
er than the original projections.

I wish you all a safe, happy and enjoyable summer.

Mayor’s Message
Jeff A. Sode

2

The first Attorney’s fees approved 
for payment by the Board occurred 
on June 30, 1878, in the amount of 
$1.80. 

On December 3, 1878, the Village 
Board passed an ordinance making 
it unlawful for any person to bathe 
or swim in any lake, pond, river or 
ditch within ¼ mile of the shore un-
clothed, but only during the time 
commencing at sunrise and ending 
one half hour after sunset. 

On June 29, 1880, the Village Board 
approved the recommendation to 
gravel all streets in Wauconda. 

Finally, an ordinance prohibiting 
animals from running at large was 
passed on September 22, 1881, and 
P.S. Swenson was appointed as the 
first Pound Master of Wauconda. 

On April 30th, the Choose Your Path 
Coalition hosted a DEA Drug Take 
Back event in partnership with the 
Wauconda Police Department and 
Wauconda Township. In total they 
collected 41lbs of unwanted, un-
used and expired medication. 

If you missed the event and have 
medications that you would like to 
dispose of, a collection bin is avail-
able in the Wauconda Police Depart-
ment lobby for safe disposal. The 
Sharps Disposal Bin is temporarily 
unavailable. For more information 
please visit bit.ly/38YXRBH. 

Village of               
Wauconda History 

Drug Take              
Back Results 



When an American flag has 
served its useful purpose, it 
should be destroyed, not re-
cycled or thrown away. The 
Wauconda American Legion 
Post 911 conducts disposal cer-
emonies of unserviceable flags 
throughout the year. If you have 
a flag that you would like to re-
tire, please drop it in the depos-
itory at the American Legion lo-
cated at 515 S. Main Street. 

Unserviceable 
Flags

This July the Village is raising water and sewer rates for the first time since 2019. 
Customers will see the new rates on their September bills. The 5% rate increase is 
necessary to ensure the long-term viability of the Village’s water and sewer system, 
as the water and sewer charges are used exclusively to pay for the needs of the wa-
ter and sewer system. These charges are used to pay for items such as the purchase 
of water, daily operations, debt service, as well as the construction and repair of the 
system’s infrastructure. 

Customers who pay 
the minimum charge 
of $34.28 for 2,000 
gallons will pay an 
additional $1.70 per 
month. Below is a 
chart showing the 
change in cost at var-
ious levels of usage. 

Thanks to the support of voters in 2014, the Village was able to bring Lake 
Michigan water to the community in 2019. Leading up to the arrival of Lake 
Michigan water, the Village Board approved a 5-year rate plan in 2018. This 
rate plan was intended to address the anticipated costs related to this once-
in-a-lifetime project. 

The chart below provides a visual representation of the 5-year rate plan from 
2018 to 2022 (blue dashed line). The plan included a rate increase of 49% over 
the 5-year period from $15.40 per 1,000 gallons in 2018 to $22.87 per 1,000 
gallons in 2022. Due to cost savings realized and the use of cash on hand, 
the Village Board has been able to delay the planned increases and pass the 
savings on to the customers. The solid blue line reflects the actual combined 
rates that were charged from July of 2018 through July of 2022. After adding 
on the 5% increase, effective July 1, 2022, the rate of $17.14 per 1,000 gallons 
increases to $17.99 per 1,000 gallons. This results in a realized 5-year increase 
of 17% which is significantly less than the initial planned increase of 49%.

Combined Water and Sewer Rate to 
Increase by 5% this July

Senior Citizen   
Discount on 
Water / Sewer Bills
The Village offers a senior citi-
zen discount on their monthly 
water/sewer bills, which pro-
vides registered participants 
age 65 and over with a 10% 
discount on the first 2,000 gal-
lons of billed water / sewer per 
month. If you would like to par-
ticipate in this free program, 
please bring photo ID that in-
cludes your date of birth and 
Wauconda mailing address to 
the Village Hall at 101 North 
Main Street to register. 

Monthly Usage     Current Charge     Charge 7/1/22
2,000 gallons             $34.28  $35.98
3,000 gallons             $51.42  $53.97
4,000 gallons             $68.56  $71.96
5,000 gallons             $85.70  $89.95
6,000 gallons             $102.84  $107.94

**The minimum charge for water and / or sewer ac-
counts is equal to 2,000 gallons of usage and then 
charged based on usage per 1,000 gallons. 
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Please mark your calendars and 
plan accordingly for the follow-
ing community events which 
require road closures or cause 
congestion:

• June 21 Wauconda 
 Cruise Night
 (Downtown Main Street
 and side-streets) 

• June 23 -26 Wauconda 
Fest (North Main Street) 

•  July 3 Fireworks 
 (North Main Street) 

• July 7 – Sept 29 Thursdays 
Farmer’s Market 

 (Downtown Main Street) 

•  July 16 & 17 Wauconda 
Triathlon (various locations 
throughout Village) 

• July 19 Wauconda Cruise 
 Night (Downtown Main 

Street and side-streets) 

• August 2 National Night Out 
(Downtown Main Street)

• August 16 Wauconda 
 Cruise Nights (Downtown 

Main Street and side-streets)

Summer Road      
Closure Reminders

• Check sump pumps regularly
• Clean roof gutters and downspouts regularly
• Watertight seals can be applied to brick and block walls, protecting 

against low-level flooding
• Utilities such as heating and air conditioning systems, water heaters, and 

other major appliances can be elevated to higher floors in the structure or 
on raised platforms

• Temporary measures such as moving furniture and valuables to higher 
floors and sandbagging exterior openings will also help

• Keep smaller ditches and streams free of debris to improve run-off capacity 
of low-laying area

Tips to Avoid Seepage & Flooding

Summer Property Maintenance Reminders
• All properties, including vacant homes and lots, shall not allow grass or 

weeds to grow in excess of eight (8) inches in height
• Homeowners are responsible for any tree, bush, shrub or hedge which 

originates on their property and causes an unsafe situation or blocks a 
public sidewalk

• Maintain and keep the right-of-way clear of obstructions
• Do not place grass clippings or yard waste in the roadway. LRS offers free 

weekly yard waste collection for up to 15 bags per household

• No more than 2 recreational vehicles can be stored on a residential property. 
Length limitations for a single vehicle is 30 feet with a combined total of 
45 feet for two. They shall not encroach on the public right-of-way and 
shall not exceed 6 tons. 

• Parking a motor vehicle upon grass, dirt, or area of the property of a dwelling 
unit other than a driveway is prohibited

• Abandoned or inoperable motor vehicles, whether on private or public 
property, are prohibited within the Village limits

• Parking on the street from 2:00 am to 6:00 am is strictly prohibited

Other Important Vehicle Ordinances

According to the FBI, property and mortgage fraud is the fastest growing 
white-collar crime. Property Check is an easy, convenient and free tool for 
homeowners to use to protect their biggest investment.

Property Check is a free, easy-to-use, 24/7 online service that will alert subscrib-
ers, via email and/or text message, whenever a document is recorded against 
their name and/or property. The sign-up process is simple and only takes a few 
minutes. Once you enter your name notification criteria, you will only need to 
update your account information if your email address or cell phone number 
changes. Sign up today at lakecountyil.gov/2350/Property-Check.

Property Check through Lake County

Summer Meeting 
Schedule
Village Board Meetings are 
held at 6:00 p.m. in the Village 
Hall Board Room, located at 
101 North Main Street. Imme-
diately following each Village 
Board Meeting, the Mayor and 
Trustees will meet as the Com-
mittee of the Whole to discuss 
Village business. 

SUMMER MEETINGS:
June 7 and 20
July 5 and 18

August 1 and 15



Please obey the following 
crosswalk rules:

Tips for Pedestrians:
• Make eye contact with mo-

torists to be sure they see you
• Be alert and walk defen-

sively, looking in both di-
rections

• Watch for vehicles making 
a turn near the crosswalk

• Wear bright or reflective 
clothing at night

Tips for Drivers:
• Be prepared to stop at all 

crosswalks and ALWAYS 
stop for pedestrians

• Avoid all distractions and 
pay attention to the road

• Never pass another vehicle 
that has stopped or is slow-
ing down at a crosswalk

• Obey the speed limit at all 
times (20 MPH downtown)

Tips for Bicyclists:
• Yield to pedestrians.
• Use marked bike paths 

or multi-use paths when 
available

• Obey vehicular traffic signals 
and laws on the roadway

• Use extra caution as you 
transition between bike 
paths, roads and sidewalks

Crosswalk 
Awareness 
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Electricity and a wet body are a recipe for disaster! That’s why all swimming 
pools and spas are required to have GFCI protection and proper bonding. Yet 
there are still electrical injuries and fatalities occurring every year.

These accidents happen for a variety of reasons:

• Installations are not up to the current codes and standards
• GFCI’s are not tested periodically as required by the manufacturers
• Corroded, neglected, and improper bonding terminations
• lectrical equipment failure
• Transient, or neutral-to-earth voltage

Most of these conditions can be detected by routine inspection(s) and addressed 
by a qualified person such as a licensed electrical contractor.

These requirements apply to both above ground and inground pools. If you 
find any unsafe conditions such as equipment not GFCI protected or unbonded 
metal parts, we encourage you to shut down the pool, and have a qualified 
person make the necessary updates, before the pool is used again.

Your qualified individual performing a pool inspection should understand 
electrical fundamentals, bonding and grounding, NEC requirements related 
to swimming pool bonding, neutral-to-earth (NEV) voltage related to utility 
wiring, and how to determine that swimming pools are properly bonded.

Circulate this information 
to your friends, family, and 
neighbors. Summer is al-
most here, and many will 
be getting out of the heat 
by jumping into the pool!!

For more information, 
please contact Wauconda 
Community Development 
at 847-526-9609.

Understanding Swimming Pool and 
Spa Safety

Summer Property Maintenance Reminders



The Village manages the water level on Bangs Lake in order to reduce the likelihood 
of flooding, to minimize shoreline erosion, and to ensure adequate lake elevation 
to allow for weed harvesting. When the lake elevation reaches 10.0 inches above 
normal mean water elevation, Bangs Lake is considered restricted and is placed 
into a ‘No Wake’ status. At 12.0 inches above, the Village has the authority to close 
the lake to all activities. It is important to note, lake drainage cannot be expedited, 
only restricted. In the event of a drought or low water levels, control 
bars are used to regulate the outflow of water from Bangs Lake. 

Lake Status information is announced and updated on all social 
media sites, the Village website and notifications through  
Everbridge, our emergency alert notifications system. 

Follow us on 
             @Wauconda60084       
      Village_of_Wauconda 
or visit the website at 
www.wauconda-il.gov to keep
informed of all things  Wauconda!

The website homepage Bangs 
Lake Status quick link will illustrate 
with a        indicating OPEN,       Open but NO WAKE, and       CLOSED to all traffic.

Bangs Lake Status – Visit Wauconda-il.gov
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Bangs Lake Marina, formerly 
Wauconda Boat, was acquired 
by the Wauconda Park District 
in 2021.  The facility and launch 
are located at 231 E. Liberty 
Street and offer rental options, 
bait and gas. Daily launch fees 
are $25 per day, whereas boat, 
kayak and paddle board rent-
als vary. For more information 
please contact Mark at 
mftacek@waucondaparks.com 
or by phone at 847-526-3610.  

• Emergency Call 911
• Speed limit 30mph
• No wake 
 sunset - 10:00 am
• Counterclockwise
 Direction of boat traffic
• Safety flag required when 

pulling a person
• Life jackets required
       - Under age 13, waterskier, 
           PWC or similar

Stop aquatic hitch hikers - 
clean your boat and trailer and 
don't dump bait in the lake.

Boating & Safety 
Regulations

Type                   Size             Limit                             
Northern Pike  min 36"         1
Muskellunge   min 36"         1
Bass         catch & release           
Walleye        14-16” Slot   10
Black Crappie   min 10"          8
Panfish              min 6"       10
(Bluegill, sunfish, perch)

Daily Fishing 
Regulations

Bangs Lake  
Marina

Bangs 
Lake

Earlier this spring, Village Staff replaced the existing water measurement 
probe with a new 4G probe that has reported accurately throughout the test 
period. The instrument will send timely measurements via text and/or email to 
staff members, eliminating the need for staff to take manual measurements, 
therefore, reducing the overall communication time.

Water Sensing Level Probe



The rates for residential waste, 
recycling, and landscape waste 
through LRS are scheduled 
to increase later this summer. 
Effective September 1st, the 
new rates will be as follows:

Unlimited Service (95-Gallon 
Cart):  $25.27 per month (in-
cludes up to 15 bags of yard 
waste / food organics collec-
tion per week from April 1st 
through the second week in 
December)

Limited Service:
• 35- and 65-Gallon Cart:  

$24.20 per month
• Yard waste, refuse, and 

bulk waste sticker:  $3.32 
per sticker

Service plan and cart size chang-
es are also accepted at this time 
at no additional fee.  Please con-
tact LRS at 847-381-9300 for 
more information or to change 
your service selection.

LRS (formerly 
Prairieland)    
Rate Increase 
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Help do your part to keep Main Street clean and keep unnecessary waste out of our 
landfills. Utilize the 10 bins that have clear indicators for both ‘Trash’ and ‘Bottles/
Cans’ and please be mindful of which bin you use. Recycling contamination occurs 
when materials are disposed of in the wrong bin. Incorrect disposal can cause the 
items to be rejected and sent to the landfill, resulting in wasted recycling efforts. 

Yard Waste is collected on the same day as your refuse pickup and includes food 
scraps, leaves, grass clippings, twigs, weeds and prunings. This service is provided 
to all LRS (formerly Prairieland) customers from April 1st through the first week in 
December. For more information, visit their website at bit.ly/3J0ogeJ. 

Food Scrap composting diverts organic materials from landfills and is turned into 
compost to fertilize and improve soil.  The yard waste, manure and other organic 
materials that are collected each week are taken to a state licensed facility where 
they are processed into compost and mulches. The materials produced are used 
to rebuild soils, protect topsoil from erosion, suppress weeds, conserve water and 
attract earthworms. 

What can be composted: pet waste, kitty litter, fruits, vegetables, leftovers, kitchen 
scraps, coffee grounds, filters, breads, grains, pasta, cereal, meats, seafood, shells, 
bones, dairy, eggs, plants and greens.

Do not include: plastic, glass, metal, liquids, grease, oil or cardboard. Comingling 
of yard waste and food organics is accepted. Residents may purchase Kraft bags 
or use personal trash cans, with clear indication, for yard waste and/or food scraps. 
LRS also offers a toter rental program for $5.00 each month. 

Tips to Reduce Odors & Pests
• Line container with compostable bags, newspaper or paper bags
• Empty frequently
• Rinse after each use with soap or vinegar and dish soap solution
• Sprinkle baking soda in bottom of container
• Keep toter lid closed and rinse regularly

To purchase containers or for questions about this service, please call LRS at 
847-381-9300.

Main Street Reminder

Yard Waste Collection

Food Scrap Composting and Collection
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Mayor Jeff A. Sode
Village Board Members
John Barbini
Tim Howe
Village Clerk Virginia “Gigi” Radcliffe
Village Hall 847-526-9600
Public Works 847-526-9610
Community Development 847-526-9609
Utility Billing 847-526-9604 
Police Non-Emergency 847-526-2421

101 North Main Street
Wauconda, IL 60084

Wauconda-Il.gov
Commercial use or reproduction of any materials contained in this 
newsletter is prohibited without permission of the Village of Wauconda.

@VillageofWauconda     
@Wauconda60084     
Village of Wauconda     
Wauconda_60084
Village of Wauconda, Illinois

A translated version of the newsletter is available on the Village 
website at wauconda-il.gov/Newsletters. Una versión traducida 
del boletín informativo está disponible en el sitio web de la 
Ciudad en: wauconda-il.gov/Newsletters

Adam Schlick
Tom Shaw

Jennifer Kuhn
Nicole M. Ferrier

In 1975 the Monarch Butterfly was chosen as the Illinois State 
Insect. Over the past 20 years, the eastern monarch popula-
tion has faced a significant decline in migratory habitat. It 
takes 2 to 3 generations of butterflies to migrate from the 
mountains of Michoacán, Mexico, to the prairies of Illinois 
in the spring months. By later summer,  a ‘super generation’ 
emerges, equipped to travel an estimated 2,500 miles back 
to Mexico for the “overwintering” season. Monarchs travel to 
Illinois because it offers the crucial milkweed resources they 
require for breeding, along with the nectar plants they rely 
on for subsistence during their migratory journey.

The heart of the monarch’s range is the midwestern Corn 
Belt, where most of the world’s Monarchs are born on 
milkweed plants growing in agricultural fields. As a re-
sult of the common use of pesticides on corn and soy, 
the Monarch is in trouble at the core of its range, because 
milkweed is disappearing. In 2017 the annual March 
count of Monarchs “overwintering” in Mexico, where 99% 
of the world’s Monarchs  migrate from, showed a decline 
of 27% from the previous year, and an 80% decline from 

Monarch Butterflies 
the mid-1990s. In 2020 the yearly count showed an even 
more dramatic decrease of 53% from the previous year.

There are numerous Monarch Projects in Illinois that are 
dedicated to protecting and enhancing the existing hab-
itats and establishing new habitats that support Monarch 
Butterflies and other pollinators. However, if you want to 
make a difference on your own, plant native milkweed and 
prairie wildflowers, don’t use pesticides, create a Monarch 
Way-Station and spread the word. By educating others 
about the Monarch Butterfly decline and encouraging 
them to take the steps to protect this delicate species, we 
all can make a difference. 




